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OPEN IDEAS NATIONAL COMPETITION 2018 -19
IMPROVING LIVABILITY OF SMALL HOUSES

Press Release

Introduction

The open ideas national competition, organized by INHAF (Habitat Forum) and supported by
GRUH Finance, sought to engage practicing architects, interior designers, planners, engineers and
senior students of these faculties, related Non -Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and others with
innovative ideas. The intent of the competition is to develop proposals for improving livability of
small houses or apartments being constructed by public agencies and private builders under PMAY
(Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana) and other affordable housing schemes and projects.

The competition seeks to present the challenge of designing small houses built by public or private
housing providers to the design professionals who, for various reasons, tend to not engage with such
projects. It also aims to draw attention and raise awareness regarding :

* The inadequate size dictated by affordability constraints which could be stretched through
innovations in planning , design and detailing

®  People centric project planning that should include psychological, social, cultural and life-style
factors as also the participative/ consultative practice

» Sustainability features, especially water and energy conservation and waste management which
should be an integral part of the project design.

* Buildings which could be aesthetically pleasing and add to the city landscape, and

* Emphasis on the ‘community’ aspects of living.

The competition also seeks ideas on making the building bye laws more realistic and sensitive in order
to facilitate the needs of small apartments and low cost buildings. The competition also urges
participants to identify and present innovative ideas and solutions created and adopted by residents in
their homes to improve livability. The underpinning intent of the competition is to emphasize
practical, doable, implantable ideas.

The competition sought to engage with aspiring architects, designers and professionals to re-think
and re-orient their approaches in order to address the challenges of small houses by offering better
designed small houses and liveable spaces.

The competition was launched on August 2018 and registrations were open till December 2019. The
submissions were open till February 2019. The jury members individually and jointly assessed the
submissions in the months of April and May. The jury has declared 3 winning proposals and two
honourable mentions from the submissions received. The details of winners and honourable mentions
are as follows :
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Winning Proposals

First Place : “Interior for the Most Vulnerable”
Participants : Team SIAN Architects, New Delhi
Unique ID : ILIN-9021

Site Location : New Delhi, India

Team SIAN Architects, “ Interior for the Most Vulnerable “ entry focused on re-imagining the transit
camps of ‘Anand Prabhat’ in New Delhi. Anand Parbat is reimagined as a dwelling prototype
challenging the existing and instead proposing an inclusive neighbourhood for those displaced in the
name of development and in the process of world class elite city making. The ability to reflect upon
the ordinary yet extraordinary typologies and to rigorously understand the city and inhabitants while
designing the units which allows the viewer to engage with the process of the design of the House. Or
in other words — create a condition where ¢ The house grows with you and grows on you. ”

Second Place : “Re-looking at In-situ Slum Redevelopment”
Participants : Team ONEbyN, Chennai

Unique ID : ILIN- 8003

Site Location : Chennai, India

Team ONEbyn, “ Re-looking at In-situ Slum Redevelopment” focused on re-thinking an existing in-
situ slum redevelopment project in Vyasarpadi, Chennai executed by the Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance
board. The proposal looked at spaces in terms of volume and not in terms of floor area, thereby
creating an interesting grid pattern of modular units that can repeat - this differentiated the approach
adopted by this group from the other competitors. Such a pattern allows for the creation of
horizontally spreading settlement rather than the usual vertically configuration that characterizes most
in-situ slum redevelopment proposals. Incorporating the site’s undulations and contours and
converting these into rainwater harvesting spots, the proposal adopts a sustainability aspiration along
with its intentions to propose incremental growth.

Third Place : “Questioning High Rise Typology”
Participants : Parag Udani, Rajkot

Unique ID : ILIN - 7234

Site Location : Rajkot, India

Parag Udani’s team questions the notion of High-Rise Typology or Vertical growth in affordable
housing projects. Instead, the team comes up with a proposal that envisions a “low rise- high density”
in an affordable housing site in Rajkot, Gujarat. The technical finesse and detailing of this proposal
is impressive as it proposes more units, lesser FSI consumed and cluster design ensures privacy and
openness for all units. The design draws inspirations from local customs and cultural identity of the
place and integrates these aspects into the final proposal

Competition_Press Release 03/06/2019 Page 2



Page 3

Honourable Mentions

Honourable Mention : “Organic Growth”
Participants : Team WWZP, Shenzhen, China
Unique ID : ILIN - 7594

Site Location : Mumbai, India

Team WWP’s “Organic Growth” focuses on organic growth of a slum settlement in Mumbai and
maps the various interactions of its residents with the built form and the community. The proposal
keeps the resident’s behavioural needs and aspirations at the centre and encourages them to build their
own future space, while the remaining space becomes a public space for interaction and community
living. This organically developed space leaves more area for flexible, organic growth in the housing
configuration. The process of mapping and extensive detailing of several permutations of floor plans
and section makes this proposal worthy of an honourable mention.

Honourable Mention : “Incremental In(formalities)”
Participants : RLDA Research, New Delhi

Unique ID : ILIN - 2884

Site Location : New Delhi, India

Team RLDA Research looks at the Govindpuri In-situ Slum Redevelopment through a different lens
of affordability , informality as well as formality. The proposal integrates different ideas of ownership
models by looking at different regimes of property rights against multiple type of security that would
enable market exchange, secure tenure and would protect against market induced displacement. The
proposal adopts a unique stance of incorporating the flexibility of informality and predictability of
formal systems to generate equitable affordability across different strata living in in-situ slum
redevelopment programs. The extensive analysis and comprehension of housing typologies and also
being considerate about how livelihood spaces transform as community spaces situates Team RLDA’s
work in a unique position and also deserving of a honorary mention in this competition.

Jury Members
1. Rahul Mehrotra , Founder Principal, RMA Architects
Marina Joseph, Associate Director, Youth for Voluntary Action (YUVA)
Kirtee Shah, President, Habitat Forum (INHAF)

Jaxay Shah, President, CREDAI

2
3
4. Chitranjan Kaushik , Chief Operating Officer, EcoFirst Services
5
6. Ajay Nayak, CEO, Educated Environment (EdEn)

7

Laxmi Narayan, Founder, Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari Panchayat (KKPKP)
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* Ashok B Lall was earlier announced as one of the jury members in the competition. Mr. Lall conld not be a part of
the jury process due to personal commitments and withdrew from the jury panel.

Jury Comments

This competition was unique in its approach in looking at small houses and the challenges the residents
in these houses face, in terms of design and livabilty. It was surprising to see young architects and
designers deeply investigating the life of the inhabitants and also being sensitive to their needs and
aspirations. Several entries were able to understand the meaning of housing as a verb and a process
engaging people as a factor that could influence design and deeply improve living in the constraints
of small spaces. However, the competition’s main emphasis was on ideas focused on innovative space
configurations and extensions and most entries were not able to explicitly articulate this aspect..

Affordable housing design demands a certain discipline and sophistication that is essential to deeply
understand how compact spaces can be re-envisioned and rejuvenated. Such an approach was missing
in the submissions and the jury would suggest that future designers and architects should firmly place
faith in the agency of design in responding to these challenges. What however is commendable are
the efforts made by participants to outline their ideas in detail to include costing as well as addressing
the issues related to sustainable design.

Speaking about the competition components, the participants were wholly focused on the design
aspects and not many focused on policy in the form of bye-laws or the case study component of the
brief. While the competition brief was explicit about practicality & affordability through a re-
examination of the building bye laws , most participants have not examined the specific implications
of bye-laws rather have surmised the general and by-large improvements one wishes to see in the
building bye-laws. The jury strongly advises participants to re-look and critical examine the building
bye-laws as finally that becomes the codification of the design aspirations for their implementation
on the ground.

Another interesting observation emerging from reviewing the entries is regarding the case studies and
its effectiveness as a learning and feedback loop. The case studies have focused on projects done on
low-cost, affordable housing cases from around the globe, but the people centeredness of design that
had to be extracted through such case studies is absent. The competition wanted participants to
explore their city’s affordable housing and observe the uniqueness of people’s solutions for livability.
Such observations would have enhanced the submissions greatly.

The jury commends all participants for their vigour and efforts in presenting the most challenging
sites and re-designing them. It was an arduous task considering the fact that the competition demanded
not just a design solution, but also to look at policies, framework and bye-laws that often cripple and
leads to standardized formula-based design. The jury believes that the participants (regardless of the
result) realized the role of the new architect/designer/planner/social scientist/ practitioners in creating
and being involved in the dialogues that surround the affordable housing debates in India. The role
of a contributing to better designed houses, better communities, better cities begins here and with a
small step towards looking inwards to that basic unit of the small houses.

The jury would like to thank all the participants for their tireless efforts, time, and patience in being

part of this unique competition. The jury hopes for an increased and even more enhanced
participation and rigor in the next edition of this competition.
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Thank you.
Rahul, Marina, Kirtee, Laxmi, Ajay, Jaxay, Chitranjan

Results and Publications

Results can be viewed on

1. Competitions @ INHAF ( http://competition.inhaf.org/ )
2. Architexturez South Asia ( https://architexturez.asia/1807-inhaf/ )

The winning entries shall be published on the publications of the following media partners :

1. IFJ, India ( https://ifj.co.in/ )
2. Civil Society Online , India ( https://www.civilsocietyonline.com/)

3. Inside Outside, India ( http://www.businessindiagroup.com/io-about.aspx )

The winning teams shall be contacted individually regarding the prizes and other details. The
honourable mentions shall receive a certificate of recognition.

Contact

Organizers

Habitat Forum (INHAF)

competitions@inhaf.org / competition.inhaf@gmail.com
http://competition.inhaf.org/

03.06.19
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